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March 3, 2015



To Whom It May Concern:


[bookmark: _GoBack]OhioLINK and its 90 member libraries are very interested in participating in a statewide initiative to build a Digital Public Library of America (DPLA) metadata hub in Ohio. Both the central organization and the members have a variety of resources to offer that could be advantageous to this effort. OhioLINK as a central organization has a robust and sustainable technological infrastructure with skilled system administration and development staff by virtue of its inclusion in the OH-TECH consortium (the Ohio Technology Consortium, a division of the Board of Regents). OhioLINK also has staff with deep experience in collaborative efforts across the consortium to build and support platforms for open access digital material of all kinds. As a member organization, OhioLINK also has the communication and collaboration infrastructure in place to identify, organize and support member participation in the DPLA – not just in terms of organizing the contribution of metadata, but also in terms of contributing expertise from member libraries. Since almost all academic institutions in Ohio are already members of OhioLINK, our participation via of the contribution of academic metadata would include almost all available academic content in the state of Ohio to the DPLA.

In addition, OhioLINK has a long tradition of cooperating with relevant other organizations in Ohio, including OPLIN (the public library consortium) and INFOhio (the K-12 library consortium). OhioLINK serves as the content host for material from the Hayes Presidential Center and from Ohio GODORT, the Ohio Government Document Round Table. The organization is experienced in cooperating with other organizations and adapting to their specific needs and missions.

In sum, OhioLINK and its members fully support the creation of a DPLA metadata hub as a cooperative venture in Ohio, and have a variety of available resources that could be committed to a statewide initiative. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there are any further questions about OhioLINK’s ability and enthusiasm for participating.


Best, Gwen
[image: ]
[image: ]
image2.emf
OhIOLINK Shared Services. Shared Resources.
An OH-TECH Consortium Member Powered by Member Participation.

35 East Chestnut Street, 8th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215 ¢ Phone: (614) 485-6722 ¢ Fax: (614) 228-1807 * www.ohiolink.edu










image1.emf
H . TE CH OhioTechnology Consortium
A Division of the Ohio Board of Regents










