[Date]

The Honorable [Name of Representative/Senator]

U.S. House of Representatives/U. S. Senate

[Address]

[City, State, Zip]

Dear Representative [Name]

We are writing this letter of support for the Preserving the American Historical Record Act (PAHR).  This act would create a partnership at national, state and the local levels improving access to America’s Historical Record.

Our country has recognized the importance of archives and history by its support of national institutions such as the National Archives and the Smithsonian Institution.  However, the vast majority of records that impact the lives of typical Americans and connect them to their past – evidence of births, education, marriage, property, criminal conduct and other obligations – aren’t preserved in Washington, DC.  Instead, they are located in government offices, such as ours, as well as local historical societies and archives at the state and local level.  [Government Name] has records that date back to [early records dates], including [types of records].  Assistance is needed to properly care for and ensure access to and the survival of these records for future generations.
This act would preserve important information relating to [Government Name], past, present and future citizens and their families, and Ohio.  With federal assistance, our State Archives would be able to administer the distribution of funds through competitive grants with 50% cost sharing.  This funding could be used to create disaster preparedness and recovery plans, improve records storage conditions, engage the public in Ohio history through traditional and online programming, and create tools to improve access to historical records.

[If able, include a story or example of the importance of local government records to your government or an individual.]

We encourage you to support this act which will help us to better serve our citizens by enhancing the accessibility and preservation of our records.

Sincerely,

[Name]

[Title, if applicable]

[Address or other contact information]

