[Date]

The Honorable [Name of Representative/Senator]

U.S. House of Representatives/U. S. Senate

[Address]

[City, State, Zip]

Dear Representative [Name]

I am writing to ask for your support in preserving and providing access to Ohio’s historical records.  
In Ohio, hundreds of local organizations that serve as depositories for our state’s past face many challenges, from natural disasters, to ensuring the survival of electronic media.  Alarmingly, most of these institutions do not receive enough funding to adequately care for or provide access to the records in their custody.  

The Preserving the American Historical Record Act (PAHR) will bring critical support to the state of Ohio.  If the full request is approved, Ohio will receive more than $1.7 million.  These funds will be administered by the State Archives as grants and would be available to over 5,000 local governments and nearly 1,000 local archives, historical societies and libraries.  This would have a major impact on our ability to ensure Ohioans have access to irreplaceable historical records throughout our state.

When archival documents are preserved, we ensure such things as the evidence of ownership of land, the rights and privileges of individual citizens, the right to know about the workings of government, the evidence about our families and the cultural heritage of our nation.

I strongly encourage you to support PAHR and help us preserve our historical heritage.

Sincerely,

[Name]

[Title, if applicable]

[Address or other contact information]

