
Bruce C. Harding, 84, a national leader in the archives and records management field for more than 20 years, died Nov. 10, 2009 at the Avalon Care Center in Pullman, Wash.

Born in 1925 to Robert and Anna Harding of Sioux Falls, S.Dak., Harding served in the U.S. Army Signal Corps during World War II. He received his bachelor’s degree from Central Washington University in 1949 and his master’s degree in history from Washington State University in 1951.


After teaching high school for four years, he began his records management career in 1956 as a records analyst for the National Records Management Council. After a year as an oral historian and field representative for the Forest History Society in St. Paul, Minn., he became state archivist for the Ohio Historical Society in 1957. He later worked as archivist for the Michigan Historical Commission and university archivist for The Ohio State University, before serving as chief of the Chicago regional branch of the National Archives and Records Service from 1969-1974.

While in Chicago, the Association of Records Managers and Administrators elected him its president and named him the National Records Manager of the Year in 1971.  That same year, the Society of American Archivists elected him as a Distinguished Fellow.


Harding had married Lenna Deutsch of Pullman in 1951. At the end of 1974, they returned to Pullman when he became the university records manager at WSU. He retired from WSU in 1986, but continued to work part-time and as a volunteer for the university’s archives and organizations such as the Northwest district of the Unitarian Universalist Association, the Washington League of Women Voters, the Hemlock Society U.S.A., the Pullman Chamber of Commerce and Self Help for Hearing Impaired Persons.

Harding’s community activities included serving as president of the Whitman County Historical Society and on the boards of Pullman Transit, Neill Public Library, and the Lentil Festival.


Harding is survived by his wife Lenna at home in Pullman; their daughter Carol Harding (Kyle Jansson) of Monmouth, Ore.; two grandchildren, Bryn Jansson of Germany and Tyra Jansson of Monmouth; a brother Roger of  Port Townsend, Wash.; and a sister Barbara Hines of Sioux Falls.

A memorial service will take place at 2 p.m. Dec. 15 at the Gladish Community Center in Pullman.

The family suggests that donations be made to the Whitman County Historical Society, PO Box 67, Colfax, WA 99111 or the Friends of Neill Public Library, 210 N. Grand Ave., Pullman, WA 99163.
