An Evening of Readings: A Program Idea for Archivists in Ohio 

An Idea for Something Different for Archives Month
The Society of Ohio Archivists had conducted an Archives Month program now for nearly twenty years. It has had successes, e.g., SOA has had a poster regularly and has had attractive ones at that. But the event has never attracted the level of participation on the part of the archival community (and the public) that it could have potentially. How about trying to change this with something different in 2012?
Here is a proposal that aims to connect archivists with each other and with friends and neighbors in our respective communities simultaneously. The proposal is to have an “Evenings of Readings” program. That is, archivists pull out some of the special items we know are there and hold a program in October where we and prominent members of our respective communities read these aloud in public.
Here are three considerations for making such an event work well: location, program, and involvement on the part of SOA members.

Location

While having a program at a single repository can work, why not consider having a program that combines repositories? There are several possible configurations: metropolitan areas, regions, and associated groups.
· In metropolitan areas, for instance, a program in Columbus could combine the Ohio Historical Society, units at Ohio State University, a college or two (Otterbein and Ohio Wesleyan University), units of local government (Clerks of City Council, County offices), and other historical groups (the Ohioana Library).
· In a regional area, for instance, Denison University and Muskingum College (including the John and Annie Glenn Museum—presuming it could use materials from OSU) could combine with the Licking County Archives & Records Department, the Muskingum County Records Center, and the National Road/Zane Grey Museum for an Ohio Mid-East event.
· With associated groups, for instance, the “Ohio Five” colleges and universities (Denison, Kenyon, Oberlin, OWU, and Wooster) could plan a joint program—and possibly broadcast it on each campus via an internet link. Or counties that are members of the County Archives and Records Managers Association (CARMA) could combine in some fashion to hold a readings event.

In addition, some of the programs could be in more than one venue. For example, would it be practical to have a program for the northwest that the University of Toledo or Bowling Green hosts one evening and then repeat it a few days or a week later at the Hayes Library in Fremont? Or, for a program in Cincinnati and Dayton, there could be a swap with one Dayton reader in Cincinnati and vice versa. Do not be afraid to use your imagination; let it not be a hindrance.
Program

An event of this sort will allow for the inclusion of friends and supporters in the nearby community(ies). It is to be hoped that some staff members from repositories will want to serve as readers, but it is doubtful all will. Still, staff members know best the items with potential. (Remember the theme for Archives Month in Ohio this year is “The Peoples of Ohio,” and nationally is “I Found It in the Archives!”) Then one way to generate an audience and to get participation on the part of our supporters would be to include some local celebrities as well. For example, in a metropolitan setting think of including a leading poet or author, a local interest newspaper columnist, a broadcast media figure, and prominent citizens such as a judge or minister or county commissioner as well as a popular professor or teacher to do readings. Readers who bring family members and friends for their performance will enhance the impact of the program. 

Our Involvement 

Having an Archives Month “evening of readings” program at a repository or in a community will require several things. (If you chose to have an “afternoon of readings” on a Sunday, that is fine.)  Foremost is the need for volunteers to serve on a committee to plan an event in various communities. The committee will need to
· identify a good host site (with easy access and parking)
· plan and execute the publicity effort
· select good documents for the readings and good readers

· assign a person or two to prepare a script that ties the readings together and a person to be the narrator
· and possibly to provide refreshments

To a degree this will require taking a trip into uncharted waters. But we do have a model of sorts from programs held over time at Duke University (a file with two program sheets will be sent upon request). And there is time over the late spring and summer months to develop programs if archivists across the state make a commitment to serve on a committee by May 15th. Are you willing? If you are, please get in touch with me or any of the other members of the SOA Archives Month Committee, and our members will begin organizing local groups and developing a calendar for the programs. What say?
George W. Bain, Chair, SOA Archives Month Committee
