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“What Nineteenth Century Hospital Designers Knew 
about Minimizing Airborne Transmission and Why It's 
Been Forgotten”
Jeanne Kisacky uses her background in 
architectural design to inform her historical 
research into hospital design and how 
the built environment has influenced 
health and illness. A grant from the 
National Library of Medicine supported 
the writing and publication of her 
award-winning book, Rise of the 
Modern Hospital: An Architectural 
History of Health and Healing. 
She is currently working on 
extending her history of US hospitals 
to the 1960s, through the 
Hill-Burton era, the Cold War
and Civil Rights.




